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Je
Lucas:

Dear M
The Commission on Ethics and Public Trust
considered your request for an advisory
opinion at its meeting on April 17, 2002 and
rendered its opinion based on the facts
stated in your letter.

You requested an opinion regarding the
application of the Cone of Silence to the use
of Internet Portal Providers in reverse
auctions.

In your letter, you advised the Commission
that the Department of Procurement Management
wants to use online auctions as an
alternative to conventional bidding. Under
this process, sellers bid on an opportunity
to provide goods or services to the county.
Sellers will be able to see the prices bid by
competitors but the identities of the other
companies will be protected.

The Department will hire an Internet Portal
Provider (IPP) to manage the technical
aspects of the online auction. The IPP will
be able to answer technical computer
questions regarding the online process but
will not answer substantive questions
regarding the solicitation. The IPP will
provide assistance prior to the date of the
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Accordingly, an IPP may be designated a
procurement agent by the department and
answer technical questions of process or
procedure contained in the special conditions
section of the solicitation document.
Further, the IPP may answer written or e-mail
questions concerning technical matters
outside the scope of the information provided
in the solicitation documents.

This opinion construes the Miami-Dade
Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
ordinance only and is not applicable to any
conflict under state law. Please contact the
State of Florida Commission on Ethics if you
have any questions regarding possible
conflicts under state law.

If you have any questions regarding this
opinion, please call the undersigned at (305)
579-2594 or Ardyth Walker, Staff General
Counsel at (305) 350-0616.

Sincerely Yours,
ROBERT MEYERS
Executive Director



